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Black Bass Regulations on
Bussey Brake Wildlife Management Area
(LAC 76:XIX.111)
In August 2025, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission amended LAC 76:XIX.111 to increase the maximum total length limit for black bass on Bussey Brake Wildlife Management Area (WMA) from 16 inches to 18 inches and to remove the allowance to keep one bass over 16 inches. In its place, the amendment allows one bass over 22 inches to be held temporarily in an aerated livewell for weighing prior to release (LR 51:1168). After receiving five positive comments during the public comment period, the commission adopted the 18-inch limit to protect larger bass and increase the likelihood of producing trophy-sized bass in Bussey Brake Reservoir.
In June 2026, the commission promulgated the hunting regulations for the 2026-2028 seasons, which republished all of LAC 76:XIX.111 (LR 52:998). That republication inadvertently carried forward the Bussey Brake black bass length limit that was in effect before the August 2025 amendment: a 16-inch maximum, with one fish over 16 inches allowed to be kept. Neither the Notice of Intent nor the final Rule for the 2026-2028 hunting regulations identified any change to the Bussey Brake black bass regulations, and the commission did not intend to reverse the August 2025 amendment. The Office of the State Register has advised that the prior language cannot be restored administratively because it was changed through rulemaking.
As a result, the rule now in effect allows anglers to harvest one bass over 16 inches each day from Bussey Brake Reservoir. Harvest of these larger fish works directly against the purpose of the 18-inch limit, and fish removed during the time needed to complete ordinary rulemaking cannot be replaced. The 2027 Recreational Fishing Regulations will include the 18-inch limit, so immediate action is also needed to make the published regulations, the Rule, and enforcement consistent for anglers. The commission is concurrently adopting a Notice of Intent to restore the 18-inch limit permanently.
In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 49:962(G), which allows the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to promulgate rules and regulations relative to finfish seasons and size limits and all rules and regulations pursuant thereto; R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:326.3, which authorize the commission to set size limits, daily take, and possession limits for all freshwater finfish based on biological and technical data; R.S. 56:325(C), which authorizes the commission to amend by rule the size limits, daily take limits, and possession limits for freshwater recreational fish, which may vary among waterbodies; and R.S. 56:115 and R.S. 56:116, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency Rule amending LAC 76:XIX.111.G.17.n.i.(a) to restore the black bass length limit on Bussey Brake WMA adopted in August 2025.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations
Chapter 1.	Resident Game Hunting Season
§111.	General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and Regulations 
A. - G.17.n.i.	…
	(a).	Black Bass (Micropterus spp.)
	(i).	Daily limit: recreational daily creel limit shall be five fish, in the aggregate;
	(ii).	Possession limit: possession limit shall be five fish while on water and ten fish while off water, in the aggregate;
	(iii).	Length: the maximum total length limit shall be 18 inches, with the exception that one bass over 22 inches may be temporarily retained in an aerated livewell immediately prior to weighing on a personal scale or LDWF provided certified scale. The bass must be immediately released into Bussey Brake Reservoir following weighing, and all anglers in the boat (if caught from boat) must cease fishing until the retained bass over 22 inches has been released.
G.17.n.i.(b). - G.21.c.vi.	…
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, R.S. 56:116, R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:325(C) and R.S. 56:326.3.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:1279 (July 1999), amended LR 26:1494 (July 2000), LR 27:1049 (July 2001), LR 28:1603 (July 2002), LR 29:1124 (July 2003), repromulgated LR 29:1522 (August 2003), amended LR 30:1495 (July 2004), LR 31:1611 (July 2005), LR 32:1251 (July 2006), LR 33:1382 (July 2007), LR 34:1429 (July 2008), LR 35:1264 (July 2009), LR 36:1566 (July 2010), LR 37:2190 (July 2011), LR 38:1732 (July 2012), LR 39:2292 (August 2013), LR 40:1540 (August 2014), LR 41:963 (May 2015), LR 42:1112 (July 2016), LR 43:1423 (July 2017), LR 44:1277 (July 2018), LR 45:938 (July 2019), LR 46:961 (July 2020), LR 47:904 (July 2021), LR 48:511 (March 2022), LR 48:1867 (July 2022), LR 49:1235 (July 2023), LR 50:794 (June 2024), LR 51:829 (June 2025), LR 51:1168 (August 2025), LR 52:998 (June 2026), LR 53:
This Declaration of Emergency shall become effective November 5, 2026, and shall remain in effect for 180 days or until the final Rule, restoring these regulations becomes effective, whichever occurs first.
[bookmark: Tempiii][bookmark: Temp]The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Declaration of Emergency, including transmittal of the notice required by R.S. 49:962(B).
Inquiries regarding this Declaration of Emergency may be directed to Ryan Daniel, Inland Fisheries Section, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 368 Century Link Drive, Monroe, LA, 71203, or via e-mail to rdaniel@wlf.la.gov.
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