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Mareh 3, 1811,
Vol. 8, p. 662

Allowances
aund compeusis
tious.

CT OF CONGRESS
of
Mareh 3, 1811

Po. 710

Mo, 710,~AN AUT providing for the final adjustment of elaims to lands, and for
the rato of the public lands i the Pervitovles of Orieans and Louisin, and to poe.
al the aet passed for the smne purpose, and approved Februnry sisteenth, onge
bousand eight houdeed aud eloven, ] '

Be it enacted, §es, That the following allowances amd compensations
shindl Lo made to the several oflicers appointed for the purpose of aseer.
taining the rights of persons chaiming Yands in the Tervitories of Orleany
and Louisinna; which allowances and compensations shall by i full
for all their sorvices, including those rendered sineo their safarios ve.
spectively cenned s that is to way : To each of the commissioners, andd to
each of the clerks of the hoards, ifty conts for each claim. duly filod
according to lnw, which remained nndecided on the fivst day of Jul e,
one thonaand cight hundred and nine, and on which s decision has been
made subsequent to that day, or Hhil‘i herealter be made, whether sich
decision bo in favour of, or against the claim: which allowanceof iy
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oents shiall bo paid at the Treasury of the United States, from time fo
thwe, and vu receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and of the reporte
of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be transmitted by the
boards respectively to the Secretary of the Treasury according to law., -
To cach of the said comnmissioners and clerks a further allowance of five
hundred dollars, to be paid after the completion of the business of each
of the boards respectively to the officers then iu ~ffice. And to each of
the ‘translators, at the rate of six hundred dolla:s a year, and not to
exceed in the whole for each the term of eightecn months: Provided
always, That the above-mentioned allowance of tifty « ents for each claim
decided upon, shall not be niade to any of the commissioners who may
be absent at the time of sich decision; the attendauce of each to be
certified by the clerk, or by & majority of the board : .nd provided also,
ﬁnt no allowance shall be made to any agent heretofore employed by

e Secretary of the I'reasury for any period of time, subsequent to the
time when such agent ceased to act, or when the board ceased to receive
avidence, (a)

8EC. 2. .dnd Do it further enacted, That the two principal deputy sur- Dutles of the
veyors of the Territory of Orleuns shall, sud they are hereby authorized, 2:3“&%3‘;’37:‘2
in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said Territory, vey.
which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, as are ad-
jacent to any river, luke, creek, bayou, or water-course, to vary the
mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents of
the tracts, and fo the angles and boundary lines, and to lay out the same
fnto tracts as far ms practicable, of fifty-eight poles in front and four
bundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and bounded b
such lines as the nuture of the country will render practicable, and
most convenient: Provided however, That such deviations from the ordi-
nary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, aid in
oconformity with the general instructions which nay be given to that
eﬁ'ect.b Ly the surveyor of the public lands south of the State of Tennes-
see. () . . :

8rC, 3. And be it further enacied, That for the disposal of the lands of Land ofices to
the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the Territory of be established o4
Orleans, a land office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for g;:lom“
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red River
in the western land district of the Territory of Orleans, a land office shall
~ be established at Opelousas ; and that for the disposal of the lands of the y
United States, lying north of Red River, in the western land distriot of \

- the Territory of Orleans, a land oftfice shall be established, which shall ~

be kept at snch place as the President of the United States may direct.
The register of tge western land district of the Territory of Orleans shall
aet as register of the land office of Opelousas, and as one of the commis-
sioners for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any paré
of the said western land district. And for the land office north of the
Red River, a register, and for each of the said three offices a receiver of
public monies shall'be appointed, who shall give security in the same
manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, duties
and anthorit , 8hall in every respect be the same, in relation to the lands
which shall be disposed of at their oftices, as are or may be provided by =
Juw, in relation to the registers and receivers.of public monies in the
several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the United
Stutes, in the Territory of Mississip{;l. (¢) : '

SEC. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That the powers vested in the Presi- Certaln powers
deut of the United Stutes by the eleventh section of the act, entituled With respect to
“An act supplementary to an act, entitnled An act for ascertaining g:“btl.}:n "3:".2“1‘3
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the Territory of Or- of Orleans Terrls -
leans, and the District of Louisiana,” passed on the twenty-first day of tory extended to
April, one thousand eight hundred and six, in_relation to the publig the President.
lands, lying in the western district of the Territory of Crleans, and all )
the other provisions made by the saine section, for-t{le sale of said lands,
and for obtaining patents for the same, shall be, aud the same are here-
br. in'every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern .
district of the Territory of Orlesns. (d) -

SEC. 5. .ind beit further enacted, Thut every person who, either by virtue persons enti-
of a French or 8paunish grant recognized hy the laws of the United States, tled to » prefer
orunderacl im confirmed by the comu-issioners appointed for the purpose ence. il
of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lauds in the Territory .
of Orleans, owns a tract of land boidering on any river, oreek, bayou,
or water-course, in the said Territory, and not exceeding in depth forty




814

Proviso a¥ to
the extent of the
pro-emption.

When land of-
floes establishod

LOUISIANA,

arpens, I'ronch measure, shall be entitled to a preferenco in hecomin
the purchaser of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back of his
own tract, not cxceeding forty arpens, I'rench measure, in depth, nor in
quantity of land that which is contained in his own tract; at the same
{;rico, and on the samo terms and conditions, as are, or muy "o provided

y law for tho other public lands in the said Territory. And the prin-
cipal deputy surveyor of ecach district respectively shall bo wnd e is
hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of the
public lands south of the State of Tennessee, to canse to be surveyoed
the tracts claimed by vivtue of this section; and in all eases where by
reason of hendy in the viver, lake, eveek, bayou, or water-course, border-
ing on the tract, and of adjacent elaims of a similar nafure, each eluim-
ant cannot chtain a traet cqual in quantity fo the adjacent traet already
owned by him, to divide the vacaut and applicable to that object he-
tween the several elaiimantsy in such maoner as to him may appear most
equitable s Provided hoecror, That the right of pre-emption granted hy
this sectia shall not exterd o far in depth, as to ma-lm'lu Lands fit for
cultivation, bordering ou auother riverpercely, i o or water course,
And every person entitled to the benefit of this seetion shall, within
three years after the dato of thisact, deliver to the register of the proper
land oftice, a notico in writing, stating the situation and extent of the
tract of Luxl he wishes to purehase, and shall also make the payment
and payments for the same, at the time and times, which are, oray by,
prescribed by law for the disposal of the other publie lands in the said
Territory ; the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid bheing con-
sidered as the date of the purchase.  And if any sueh person shall fail to
deliver such notice within the waid period of three years, or to mako
such payment or payments at the timoe above mentioned, his right of
pre-emption shall eease and hecome void; and the land may thereafter
bo purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same
terms, as iare or may be provided by law for the sale of other publie
lands in the said Territory.

SkC. 6. dnd be it further enacted, That the land oftices estabilished by
virtue of the third section of this act, shall be opened on the first day

hy this act to bo of January, one thousand cight hundred and twelve, for the sale of all

opened.

' Proviso,

tho public lands, with tho exception of seetion No. sixteen, (¢) of the
salt springs, and land contignous thereto, (f) and of the tracts reserved
for the support of seminaries of learning as hercin after provided, (g)
which shall have been previously surveyed, and the surveys thereot
returned according to law to the registers of the land ofiices respect-
ively ; and on the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred
and twelve, for the sale of sueh of the publie lands, which from the
nature of the country caunot be surveved in the ordinary way, and are
embraced by the provisious of the second seetion of this act, as shall
have, ut least six weels previons to the said fiest day of February, one
thonsaud cight hundred and twelve, heen advertised for sale by the
surveyor of the publie lands south of the State of Teunessee, with the
approbation of the President of the United States, The public.sales for
tho land sulddivided into gquarter-seetions in the ordinary way, shiall he
beld for one calendar wonth, under the superintendence of the register
and reeeiver of each Land office respeetively, and of - cither the sueveyof
of public Lands south of Tennessee, or of Lis principal deputy surveyor
in the distriet, who shall each reccive six dollars for each day’s attend-
ance on the same ; and o {ract of nd shatl be sold at said pnblie sales
for a less price, than that which is or may be pregeribed by law, for the
sale of public kinds in the Mississippi Territory.  And from and after
the fitst day of February, one thousand cight hundrediand twelve, any
tract which has heen thus offered for sale ot public sale, and remains
unsold, as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the
secotid section vf this act, the sale of which isauthorized by thissection,
may Le disposed of at privite sale hy the register of the land oftiee, for
the kame price which is or may he preseribed by law, for the sale of
public lands in the Mississippi Territory.  All the lands sold by virtue
of this section, shall in every other respeet be sold on the same terms
of payment, and conditions, in the same manner, and nnder the same
regulations as are, or may be, preseribed by law, for the sale of public
lands in the Mississippi Territory: Provided however, Than [that]in case
of an application being madeat the same time, for the purchase at private
salo of the same tract of land Ly two or more persons, one of whom
did actually inhabit and cultivate sach tract of land at the time of
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assing this act, and still continues to inhabit snd cultivate the same

t the time of -such application,the preference shall be given to the
person thus inhabiting and cultivating such tract of land. Adund pro- Proviss.

{ded also, That till after the fial decision of Congress thereon, no
zmct of 1and shall be offered for sale, the claim to which has been in
due time, and according to law, presented to ‘the register of the land
office, and filed in his office, for the purpose of being investigated by
the commissioners appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the rights
of persons claiming lauds in the Territory of Orleans; or which shall
have been located by or for Major-General La Fayette, according to
law. (d # : :

Smé. )7 And be 4t further enacted, That in addition to the township An additiona]
already reserved for that purpose by law in the western district of the township to be
Territory of Orleans, and which shall be located sonth of Red l{i\'er,=g§:2°i,'i.r'!{i‘lg’"
_another entire township shall be located by the Becrotary of the Treas jor geminary e
ury north of Red River, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also learning,
an entite township in the Territory of Lounisiana, for the support of a ;
‘seminary of léarning within the said Territory. (9)

Src. &, .ind be it further enacted, That tho surveyor-gencral shall cause Surveyor-gen-
such of the publiclands in the Territory of Louisiana, as the President oral to ooy oot
of the United States shall direct, to be surveyed and divided in the t‘:{ﬂ,,g""{:;’,’.‘: o

“same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex- ‘ferritory of Lou-
enses, as is provided hy law in relation to the lands of the United islana to be sur-
tates, northwest of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Kentucky m"t“' aud divid-

River. (b ’

Brc. (‘J.)And be it further enacled, That for the disposal of the lands of = Office to bo ce-
the United States lying in the Territory of Louisiana, a land oftice shall mh}lahml‘for ldlils‘
be established, which shall be kept at such placé as the President of l;o:d"n%‘erl:-ll‘t«))r;
the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public of Louisiana. -
monics shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the
game manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments,
dutics and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to
the lands which shall be disposed of at their oflice, a8 are or may be
provided for by law in relation to the register and receiver of public
monies in the soveral offices established for the disposal of the lands of
the United States, northwest of the river Olio, and above the mouth of
Kentucky River. (¢) :

8kc. 10, nd be it further enacted, That the President of the United Lands in Ter-
Btates be, and-he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think proper, ritory of Louisi.
¢o direct so much of the public lands lying in the Territory of Louisiana, $5¢ “’le"" offered
as shall have been surveyed in conformity with the eighth section of i
this act, to e offered for sale. All such lands shall, with the exception
of the section “ nombenr sixteen,” which shall be rescrved in eagh town-
ship for the support of schoold within the same, (¢) with the exception.
also of @ traoct resesved for the support of a seminary of learning, (g)
as provided for by the soventh section of this act, and with the excep-
tion also of the salt springs and lead mines, and lands contiguous there-
to; which, by the direction of the President of the United States, may
be reserved for the future disposal of the said States, (f) shall be offered
for salo to the highest bidder, under the direction of the register of the
jand office and the receiver of public monies and of the principal dep-
uty surveyor, and on siich day or days as sha'l, by public proclamation
of the President of the United States, bo designated for that purpose.

The sales shall remain open for three weeks and no longdt  The lafitla
shall be sold for & price not less thau that which has horeh ot ;Uidy be
fixed by law for the public ands, northwest of the rives” oy, wtd
abovo the mouth of Kentucky River. And »%2' in every other regpect
be seld in tracts of the camo size, on the samo terms and conditions, a8
have been or Moy be by law provided for the lands sold in thie State of
Ohio. The supetintendents of the said public tales shall cach recelve
gix dollars for each ¢ay’s attendance on the eaid sales. All the lands
whieh have been thus offered for rale, at public sale, remaining unsold
at the closing of the public saies, may be disposcd of at private sale by
the register of” the land oflice, for the same price which is or ma be
rescribed by law for the rale of public lands in the State of O hio :
drovided hoteever, That ill after the decision of Congresd thereon, no  Proviso,
iract of land shall bo offered for sale, the claim to which :hus leen in
due time and according to law presented to the recorder of land titles
in tho District of Louisians and filed in his office, for the purpose of
being investigated by the commissioners appoiuted for ascertaining the

i
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‘ rights of persons claiming lands in the Territory of Louisinna. And

Patents how patents shall e obtained for all lands sold in the Territory of Louisiana,

obtuined. in the same manner and on the samoe terms as is or may he provided hy
law for land sold in the State of Ohio. (d) .

Claim of cor-  Suc. L1, And be it further enacted, That the claim of the corporation
]'“""“""1 :”fl “l"; of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and with-
et M in wix hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, s confivmed

by the act, ehitituled “ An act respecting elaims to lands in the Territo-
ries of Orleans and Louisiana,” shall be deemed valid, although the
relinquishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said
distance of six hnndred yards was not mado till after the expiration of
the period of six months preseribed by the act last mentioned. (k)

Navigable riv-  SEC. 12, .lnd be it further enacted, That-all the navigable rivers and
e he public waters in the Territories of Orleans and Louisiana shall bo and for ever
BERRRYH: romain public highways, .

Appropristion.  SEc. I3 .tnd be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding forty
thousand doliars he, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the pur-
pose of earrying this act into eflect, which sum shall be paid out of
unappropriated monies in the Treasury,

Repeal of the  SkC. Lh Ind be il further enacted, That the act, entituled “An act pro-
Nih of Feb. 15, viding for the tinal adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of
18k the public lands in the Territories of Orleans and Lounisiana,” approve

February the sixteenth, (fifteenth] eighteen hundred and eleven, be,
and the sumoe is hereby repealed. (i)
(@) Seo Now, 609, 501, 703,504, 505, T0%, 712, 716, 718, 721, T22, T2, 724, T8, 731, 732, THT,
T, T, TA0, A5, TH6, T49, THL THY, TTT, 100, RIT, R10, K26, K32, NGB, HGA, BT, Ke, RO,
D04, DLL, 46, 956G, 957, D61, 96T,
() See Now, 501,504,504, T0%, TIN, 722, 721, 27, TH0, THL, 777, K03, #O4,
(e) See Now, T01, 704, 705 THL, TI8, T3, T37, T40, H31, %39, 965,
(d) Sev Nos, 04,504 720, 722 720, T30, 31, TH2, T61, T68, =6, K13, B18, K49, 1G4, %60, 89T,
OO, D14, 20, 028, 063,
(¢) See Nos. 412, 701 T08, 102, K4, 15, w37, sdl, #43, K003, <00, MR, FH4, BOL, 804, 05, 903,
(/) See Nos, T04, 708,
() See Nos, 104, 705, 560,
(h) Sew Now. 700, 08, 713, T34, 719,
() See No, 708,

Dec. 12, 1311, No. Y1 1.—AN ACT extending the time for opening the several land offices extab-
Val. 2, p. 662, lished in the ‘Territory of Orleans.

Furthor time B¢ it enacted, §e., That so much of the sixth section of an act, enti-
allowed for open- tuled “An act providing for the final adjustment of claims to landas and
i“il";""f ‘l"','!f,"”i',. for the sale of the public lands in the Territories of Orleans and Louisi-
1,‘“? OLTED 1% ana, and to repeal the act passed for the same purpose and approved Fob-

ruary sixteenth, [ﬁ“ﬂ'll”l]u!lﬂ thousand gight hundred and eleven,” a8
directs that the several land oflices extablished in the Territory of Orleans
shall e openad on the first day of January and on the first day of l"ul}-
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, be, and the same 18
hereby repealed.

Land oflices to  SkC, 2. .ind be it further enacted, That the said land offices shall, re-
::.:14:'.:.‘:‘:‘,;:.'},,::"! “!"',‘"i""]."n be opened on such day or days as the P'resident of the
o lelm;utml e United H}ulcs shall, by proclamation, designate for that purpose seand
the Prewident. - the public land shall,'in every other respect, he ofiered for sale at the

said offices in the same manner as is directed by the aforesaid act. (@)

() Seo Noxs, 701, 704, 704, T10, T1=, T30, 737, T40, =3, %79, 965,

Mareh 10, 1512, Noo 71:2.— AN ACT giving further tiume for registering claims to Tand in the west-

Vol. 2, p. 692, ern distriet of the Territory of Orleans.

Farther time  DBeitenacted, §e, That every person or persons elaiming Lands in the
given tor regise western distriet of the Tertitory of Orleans, who are actual settlers on
:;‘\”';ﬁ-’ ‘il“‘;."_'“ in the land which they claim, and whose claits have not heen heretofore
();‘\Ll‘.»lxl\'s(n:“ 10 8t e with the register of the land oflice, for the said distriet, shall be

X allowed until the first day of November next, to deliver notices in writ-
ing, and the written evidences of their claims to the register of the
Land oflice at Opelousas; and the notices, and evidences so delivered
within the time limited by this act, shall be recorded in the same man-
ner, and on payment of the same fees, as if the same had been delivered
before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eight;
but the rights of such persons as shall neglect so,doing within the time
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Surveyors Office Washington M.T.
June 1811

Instructions to Deputy Surveyors for surveying the public
lands adjoining navigable streams, Lakes, Bayous, etc. in the
Orleans Territory under the 2d sect of the Act of the 3d of
March, 1811.

The Surveyor should first take an accurate survey of
the margin of the water course so far as surveys of tracts are
to be extended thereon. Then lay down his survey on the large
scale; and draw thereon right lines in the direction of the
general course of the water course, and on these lines lay off
the lengths of fronts of tracts 58 Rods or 14.50 (Ch., Lks.)
chains and through these points draw right lines at right angles
to the line first drawn which shall extend back from the margin
of the water course 465 Rods or 116.25 (Ch. Lks.) chains and close
his tract by drawing a back line at right angles to his side
lines, or parallel to his first line, when the water course
happens to be straight or nearly so, the back line of one tract
may be extended so as to become the back line to several adjoin-
ing tracts.

The side lines of the same tract, will frequently be of
different lengths, and insect the dimensions & contents of these
tracts will frequently differ from each other, but that cannot
be avoided. The law in this case can very rarely be accurately
complied with in consequence of the very great irregularities of
the water courses. Any unavailable and unimportant deviations
from the Law, should be in favor of the neatness and convienence
of the survey. On large curves or bends of the water course the
side lines of tracts should be drawn converging, or diverging, as
the case may require. Converging on the concave side to prevent
the tracts from interfering with each other and diverging, on the
convex side to avoid the incononvenience of small angular vacancies
which would remain between the tracts if the side lines were drawn
parallel to each other; In these instances the back lines may be
drawn at right angles to one of the side lines and at 465 Rods
from the margin of the water course, or front, which will necess-
arily make all the tracts having diverging side lines something
larger than required. The tracts having converging sides would
contain less, but the fronts of these should be extended so that
the lines may include the guantity required or nearly so. It
appears to be the object of Government to attach the fronts on the

- 10a -



water courses all the lands from thence within the distance pre-
scribed 465 Rods.

In short we may suppose any lake, bayou, water course,
etc. to be circumscribed by lines drawn at 465 rods from the
general course of its margin, and that the space included between
these lines and the water course is to be divided into tracts of
58 Rods front and 465 Rods in depth. It should be the first
object of the artist whose duty it becomes to designate those
tracts to take an accurate survey of the water course, to lay that
survey down on a large scale, and to divide the space as above
into tracts as nearly conformable to the law as possible; To
draw his lines on his Map both side and back lines noting their
respective courses and distances; Thus prepared the surveyor can
with great ease and accuracy transfer these lines of tracts from
his plan to the ground and complete his survey agreeably to the
intention of the Law and wish of the Government.

The first and principal object of the surveyor should
to have his lines accurately run, distinctly marked, and the
contents of his survey correctly ascertained. It is much more
desirable both to the Government, and purchaser, that the lines
of a tract of land should be plainly designated and its contents
correctly determined, than that its dimensions should be prcisely
a given number of chains and links. Should one tract occupy a
larger or better front on a water course than another, it will be
more valuable, and consequently sell for more than the other.

The surveys contemplated by the 5th gsection of the Act
above mentioned will be so very few in number if any for 2 years
to come, that it appears almost unnecessary to say anything on
that subject at this time, should application be made by any of
the owners of front tracts, to have a back tract surveyed adjoin-
ing him, and only on application of proprietors of front tracts
are these surveys to be made. The law is very plain on that sube
ject. The front tract should not exceed 40 arpents in depth to
Entitle its owner to an adjoining back tract: The back tract is
not to Exceed 40 arpents in depth, nor to contain a quantity
greater than the front tract, neither shall the back tract in any
instance extend so far in depth as to include lands fit for culti-
vation on another water course, etc,

The only difficulty that can arise in marking these
surveys is when, by reasons of bends in the River, lake, ete.
bordering on and in rear of front and adjoining tracts; each
claimant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to his front
front tract; in that case the vacant land, in the rear is to be
divided between the claimants in the direct ratio of the quantity
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contained in their respective front tracts.

Should the parties not consent to abide by the decision
you may deem proper to make, you will send me a correct statement
of the case, and I will make a division of these lands which
shall be carried into Effect.

REMARKS

The Law does not point out any mode of marking or numbering
the tracts to be surveyed under the 2d sect. of the Act,

so that they may be distinctly known from each other, this
appears to be a defect which if not remedied will be pro-
ductive of great trouble and inconvenience both to the
Register & purchaser.

The following manner of marking those tracts is recom-
mended. Let the tracts be numerically numbered from some well
known point or land mark, such as a Bluff, the junction of some
Bayou or water course, or the intersection of some of the mer-
idians or parallels already run. Thus lot N. 1.2.3. etc. as it
may be above or below the land mark (naming it) and on the right
or left of the water course as it may be situated. The surveyor
should set a strong squared picket in the side of each track near
the margin of the water course noting its distance therefrom.
These pickets should be set firmly in the ground and numbered
on each side with a marking Iron the number of the adjacent tract;
the course and distance from this picket should be taken to a
tree if convenient on each tract, which tree is to be numbered
with No. of the tract on which it stands; a picket should in
like manner be set in the ground at the termination of the side
lines and the bearing and distance taken to two trees which shall
be marked and No.9 as above. The whole is to be carefully noted
in his field Book.

When the Surveyor shall find it impracticable from the
interposition of lakes or impenetrable swamps etc. to extend his
side lines their full extent required and to complete his tract
by running the back lines he should set a picket at the term-
ination of his side line which picket is to be marked with the
No. of the adjoining lots and courses and distances taken from
it to two trees which shall also be marked and numbered as in the
first instance.

Should the depth required (465 Rods) extend so near
another water course as to interfer with, or include lands fit
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for cultivation on it. Fronts of tracts should be laid off on both
water courses, and the lands between these water courses should

be equally divided between the fronts on each. Provided the
distance between the fronts or water courses be two miles or nearly

SO,

These surveys will frequently lie between private claims
or tracts already surveyed, in that case the front or tracts may
benumbered from one of those former surveys to the other; and
should a fraction remain it should be annexed to the adjoining
tract without running the side line between them.

I must here repeate a request I made when I first wrote
to you on this subject. To report to the office as early as pos-
sible the number of tracts that can and ought to be surveyed
either under the 29 Section of the Act above mentionéd or in the
usual way into Townships and Sections and what No. of the latter
description are already prepared for sale. Taking it as a positive
order that no new surveys of either description shall be made this
year but such as are immediately saleable, or will be certain to
be sold in a reasonable time.

The enclosed diagram exhibits the mode recommended for
laying off tracts on water courses etc. under the 24 sect. of the
Act above mentioned. The Red lines represent the general course
of the River etc. on which the fronts of the tracts are laid down.
The courses and distances of the side and back lines can very
readily be ascertained on the Map; and from thence with care and
accuracy be transferred to the ground.

Any difficulty that may arise to you in the execution
of this or any other part of your duty as connected with this office
you will from time to time communicate to me and I shall with
pleasure give you my advice and assistance thereon.

I am respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

Thos. Freeman
Gideon Fritz Esgn.
PD Surveyors
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PRINCIPAL DEPUTY SURVEYOR'S OFFICE

SOUTHWESTERN LAND DISTRICT, STATE OF LOUISIANA

Opelousas, March 1830

Mr, Edward R. Downing
Deputy Surveyor.

Sir:

Along with the printed instructions accompanying and
attached to this for your Governance in surveying your District,
you are to attend to and be governed by the following addit-
ional ones., (to-wit)

For surveying the exterior and section lines of a
Township you are never to run towards, but always from an estab.
lished point or corner within your own District, which can al-
ways be done therein except when you intersect the boundary
another surveying District on the opposite side from you the
basis or standard lines from which your lines were started, in
that case you may establish your corner where you intersect it
if you have committed no error in running the line towards it
but as your line must have perfect continuity throughout your
own District without offsets, therefore when they are commenced
on any of the basis or standard or standard lines they must be
continued on in the same direction as far as they may be ex-
tended by you, Should however by some mismanagement have una-
voidably to run a line towards an established point or corner
within your District you may make a small inclination of the
line to enable you to close at the point already established.

In the law directing the manner in which the public
lands shall be surveyed into sections it is required that the
section meridians shall each be exactly one mile and the par-
allels of latitude to be run so as to close thereto, except the
closing lines, on the North or South boundaries of the Township.
(According as your District may be situated North or South of
the 31lst Latitude) North on the Northside thereof and south
on the southside, Therefore beginning at the post one mile from
the corner of the Township nearest the basis on Standard lines
you are to run the meridian one mile North or South then run
a Tandom or guide line on the parallel to the Township boundary
and if you do not intersect at the true point, connect the line
in direction back again so as to close at the point established
on the Meridian (Should you however intersect with your Tandom
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line with five or six links of the true point on the Township
line you need not connect the direction of the line, but merely
mark it properly back again) proceed in the same manner with
the next mile of the Meridian and with the parallel to close
therewith and so on until you arrive at the opposite boundary
of the Township; then travel back to the boundary thereof at
which you commenced and begin another Range of Sections and
proceed in the same manner with it and so with every range of
sections, until the township is completed,

You will mark a tree in each Section at every estab-
lished corner with the number of the Section in which it stands
with letter S. annexed thereto; and on one of these trees at
least the number of the Township and Range in which it stands,
with Appropriate letters T and R before as above the figures
for which purpose you ought to be provided with good marking
irons similar to those used for marking Casks by Coopers and
others. You will insert all these marks in your Field Book
correctly; you will also take the bearing and distance in links
from the corner to at least two of these trees, (one of which
should always be the one marked with the number of the Township
and Range) which bearings and distances you will note correctly
in your Field Book Stating also whether the bearing is taken
from the true or magnetic meridian; should any of your corners
fall in prairie you may either erect a mound of the dimensions,
stated in your contract or else plant a good substantial post
at least four inches diametre, of light wood, or some other
durable timber, squared and set up so as to front the four sec-
tions, with the appropriate numbers marked thereon, and on one
side the number of the Township and Range as directed above.

As you are confined chiefly to subdividing Townships
in which claims favourably reported on by the Register and
Receiver in their report dated the lst of October, 1825 and
confirmed by an Act of Congress approved the 1l6th of May 1826
and as these claims are not to be surveyed you are in conformity
with instructions received from the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, to ascertain as well as may be in your power the
situation shape and extent of the improvements under which the
claimant is entitled to and confirmed in his claim in what sec«
tion it may be situated and whether it extends into one or more
sections besides, and the numbers of such sections, and how
much of it is in each section as nearly as you can judge without
a survey, and insert all in your field notes, to be laid down
in the Township Map to enable the Register and Receiver to point
out the different half quarter sections to which the claimant
may be entitled - You are not authorized to survey any of these
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claims but you may do so at the request and expense of the clai-
mant, and in that case must include only half gquarter or quarter
sections as laid off by the public lines and as nearly in a
square as may be.

Your Chain carriers must be sworn faithfully and hon-.
estly to carry the chain to the best of their skill and judgment,
and agreeable to your instructions from time to time given them
and to make true return of all measurements which they shall
execute for you as required by you from time - You will pay par-
ticular attention to ascertaining the true and correct variation
of your compass from the true Meridian, and insert it your field
notes and returns to this office.

Wishing you all success in your expedition and that
you may do credit to yourself as a man of science and to the
department, I am

Respectfully your friend etc

John Dinsmore Sr.

Principal Dep. Surveyor
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(CIRCULAR,)

General Land Office
23rd September 1831:

Sir:

I herewith communicate for your guidance & direction
in the discharge of your Official duties, the requirements of
the Department in reference to the township surveys and the
mode of making returns thereof, in order that you may model
and adapt your contracts with your deputies, and instructions
and forms of field books precisely to suit those requirements,

In the preparation of the township plats it is re-
gquisite that they exhibit a perfect delineation of the country
as represented in the field notes of the survey . . .

1st. The plats are to be so constructed as to
indicate both by protraction and by figures the
courses and distances of all lines., Viz, - the
exact distance between the posts planted at the
corners of each Section or fractional Section,
and the courses of the lines where, from any
cause, They vary from the cardinal points, also
the precise delineation by courses and distances
of private claims, reservations, and other tracts
of land not-conforming to sectional lines.

2nd. Whenever the continuation of a surveyed
line is interrupted by an impassable swamp; or
from any other cause, the distance of the line
actually run, between the starting and finishing
posts, is to be truly represented by the platting
and also by figures.

3rd. The distance on a surveyed line at the points
where streams cross the same, is to be indicated
by figures, and the general course of such streams,
where they are not navigable, between such differ=
ent points of intersection, is to be delineated

on the plat as nearly as the same can be conjec-
tured. The courses and distances of the meanders
of navigable streams are to be truly delineated
and also represented by figures on the plat oppo-
site the delineation, wherever it is practicable
to do so, and where the same are too numerous to
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admit of their exhibition by figures on the plat,
in that mode, the same are required to be exhibited
in a detached tabular form either on the face of
the plat, or connected therewith as may be found
most expedient. The width of all water courses,
rivers, creeks, etc., is to be represented on the

plat in figures.

4th. The plat is to exhibit the received names

of all rivers, creeks, lakes, swamps, prairies,
hills, mountains, and other natural objects, and
the surveyors should be instructed never to give
original names to such objects, where names have
heretofore been given. All lakes or ponds of suf-
ficient magnitude to justify such expense are to
be meandered and platted agreeably to courses and
distances, which are also to be exhibited by fig-
ures. In passing such ponds or lakes as are not
to be meandered, offsets are to be taken, which
offsetts are to be carefully noted on the plat to
show that the distance across has been correctly
ascertained. Such ponds or lakes are to be ex-
hibited on the plat as accurately as practicable,
from careful occular observation to be made by the
Deputy and noted in his field book.

S5th. Swamps are to be represented in the ordinary
method by slightly shaded black lines and dots,
and the outlines of the same should be distinctly
exhibited.

6th. Prairies are to be represented by slightly
shaded green lines and dots, and the outlines of
the same to be distinctly exhibited.

Zth. The plats should also exhibit as far as
practicable all mines, salt springs, salt-licks,

& mill seats, also towns, villages and settlements,
and the names of the same, also forges, factories,
cotton gins, and all other such items of infor- .
mation also the general course of travelled roads,
and tracks, denoting the place to which they may
lead.

8th. The exterior lines of the township plat

should be double the thickness of the sectional
lines, and both of them should be in black ink.
The lines denoting the quarter sections and the
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subdivision of fractional sections should be in
red,

9th. The quantities of the subdivision of" frac-
tional sections are to be indicated by red figure
within the respective subdivisions. The numbers
and quantities of the Sections and fractional sec-
tions are to be exhibited in black figures at the
centre of each as nearly as practicable, and in
cases where the marks and figures on the plat are
too numerous to admit of the convenient exhibitions
of the quantities in that way, the quantity of
each sections and fractional section is to be ex-
hibited in a neat tabular statement on the right
side of the plat, and where there are private
claims in the township, the quantities of such
claims are to be exhibited under a separate head
in the tabular statement, which is to exhibit
separate totals of public lands and private claims,
Where any private claims, Indian or other reser-
vation etc is exhibited, the name of the confirmee
or reservee must be given; also such other ref-
erences as will clearly identify the tract with
the Report by which it was confirmed, or the Treaty,
etc. under which the individuals claims the title.

In cases where the quantities are exhibited in the
centey of the Section or fractional Section, and
it is not necessary to resort to a tabular State-
ment, the sum total of the public lands in the
township is to be exhibited as one item near the
foot of the plat.

10th. At the foot of each plat the Surveyor
General must give an official certificate of the
following purport. Viz.

The above map of Township No.___, of Range
No.___, is strictly conformable to the field notes
of the survey thereof on file in this office which
have been examined and approved (or if any excepte
ions are taken to the field notes by reason of
their not standing the test of correct platting,
such exceptions are to be stated in the margin of
the plat as before mentioned, and exhibited om the
face of the plat by red dotted lines, and alluded
to in the Certificate thus —— "with the exception




stated in the margin hereof.”) The Certificate

is then to be closed by indicating the name of

the Deputy or Deputies by whom the exterior bound-
ary lines and the subdivisional lines were res-
pectively surveyed, showing the sum total of miles
run by each Deputy Surveyor, also the date of the
Contract, the quarter of the year in which the
survey was made, and the quarter in which the

same was paid for and charged in the accounts of
the Surveyor General.

1lth. All lines in a township survey which have
not been actually run; must be represented on your
plat of survey by red dotted lines, and any port-
ion of a survey found or suspected to be erroneous
must also be represented by red dotted lines, and
payment for the same is to be suspended until the
error is corrected or the cause of suspicion done
away to the full satisfaction of the Surveyor
General; and in every case when the survey of a
Township is incomplete from any cause, such cause
must be fully set forth by a marginal note on the
face of the plat, and certified thereon in the mode
designated in the 10th Article of this letter,

12th, Navigable Streams are declared by law to be
public highways - Except in cases where navigable
streams constitute the boundary line between two
Land Districts, and where the Ranges & Townships

in each district are numbered from different mer-
idians and base lines. They are not to interrupt
the regular survey of the township lines, which are
to be continued across such stream for the exact
distance. Each border of such stream is however,
to be meandered by course and distance and a fract-
ional portion of the same township will be con-
stituted on each side thereof to be denominated,
asthe case may be, the fraction of township North
or South, or East or West of such stream, having
special regard in such designation to the general
course thereof from its source to its mouth.

A Deputy Surveyor continuing surveys on the
opposite banks of streams must invariably be made
to show the connections of such survey, with certain
established posts or points in the opposite survey,
which connections as well as the mode by which the
same was ascertained, are to be shown in the field
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book and exhibited in the plat of survey, and in
passing up or down rivers, freguent connections
with the surveys across should be made and exhib-
ited both in the field book and plat.

_ The width of navigable streams and bayous
binding on the surveys, should frequently be as-
certained by trigonometrical process. Where the
width of the same does not sensibly vary in the
township the measurement thereof is to be made at
the two extreme points of intersection of such
objects with the township line, but whexre there is
a senslble variation in the width, measurement
thereof must be made as often as may be justly
daemed necessary for the accuracy of the Suxvey in
conncetion with the adjoining lands and the correct
exhibition thereof in the Township plats,

13th. Where it is necessary to make a return to
this Office of township boundaries merely, prior
to the subdividing of such townships into Sections
and the rendition of the regular plats of survey,
such boundaries are to be platted in connection on
B scale of from two to three inches to six miles,

l4th, The paper to be used in your plats of surw
veys must be of the best quality and of unifoxm
size,

The descriptive notes are to be written on
paper of the folio post-size, best quality., The
records of the plats and field notes to be kept in
your office, must be made out on paper of the best
quality., Great care and neatness are to be observed
in the execution of the work and in the particular
examination thereof after the same 1s completed,

SURVEYS & CONTRACTS

15th, You are to require bond and approved secure
ity for the due execution of all surveying coan~
tracts in the penalty of double the value of the
comtract - and in case of faillure to comply with
the terms of a contract, unless such failure arise
frem causes satisfactorily proved to be beyond the
control of the contractor, immediate measures are
t® be taken to recover the penalty of the bend,
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agreeably to law, and no Deputy Surveyor who has
improperly failed to fulfil his engagements is
afterwards to be employed by you, and of every such
failure you are required to give immediate notice
to the Department,

The Surveys must be executed under the per-
sonal and immediate superintendence of the con-
tractor --- Sub-contracts are illegal. The con-
tract and bond of the Deputy are expressly to pro-
vide against sub-contracts,

16th. The Act of 18th May 1796 (Land laws, New
Edition, page 420) provides, that the public lands
"shall be divided by North & South lines, run
according to the true meridian and by others cross-
ing them at right angles so as to form townships

of six miles square."

"The corners of the townships shall be marked
with progressive numbers from the beginhning; each
distance of a mile between the said corners shall
be also distinctly marked with marks different from
those of the corners."

The same law requires that "townships shall
be subdivided into Sections, containing as nearly
as may be, six hundred & forty acres each, by run-
ning through the same, each way, parallel lines at
the end of every two miles, and by marking a corner,
on each of the said lines at the end of every mile:
the Sections shall be numbered respectively, begin-
ning with the number one in the North East Section
and proceeding West and East alternately, through
the township with progressive numbers, 'till the
thirty six be completed."

"And it shall be the duty of the Deputy
Surveyors to cause to be marked on a tree near each
cornet made, as aforesaid, and within the Section
the number of such Section, and over it the number
of the township within which such Section may be,
and the 8aid Deputies shall carefully note, in
their respective field books, the names of the cor-
ner trees marked and the numbers so made."

The Act of 10th May 1800 (Land laws New
edition, page 456.) "prescribes the mode of
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subdivision Sections into half Sections into half
Sections of three hundred and twenty acres each as
nearly as may be, "by running parallel lines through
the same from East to West, and from South to

North, at the distance of one mile from each other,
and marking corners at the distance of each half
mile on the lines running from East to West, and

at the distance of each mile on those running from
South to North," and making the marks, notes and
descriptions, prescribed to Surveyors by the Act

of 18th of May 1796 - The same Act also provides,
that "in all cases where the exterior lines of the
townships thus to be subdivided into Sections or
half Sections, shall exceed, or shall not extend

six miles, the excess or deficiency shall be spec-
_ially noted, and added to or deducted from, the
Western & Northern ranges of Sections or half
Sections in such townships, according as the error
may be in running the lines from East to West, or
from South to North: the Sections and half Sections
bounded on the Northern and Western lines of such
townships shall be sold as containing only the
quantity expressed in the returns and plats respect-
ively, and all others as containing the complete
legal quantity." By a vigilant and faithful at-
tention to duty on the part of the Deputy Surveyor,
the excesses and deficiencies alluded to by the

law, except to a trifling extent will be of rare
‘occurence.

The Act of 1llth Feby. 1805, entitled "An Act
concerning the mode of surveying the public lands
of the U, States" (Land laws New edition page 575)
prescribes general regulations for dividing town-
ships into Sections, and subdividing such Sections
into half Sections and quarter Sections. The
following is a summary of those regulations,

The lands are to be laid off in townships
of precisely, six miles square by lines running due
North and South & East and West. On each of those
lines precisely at the distance of one mile apart,
corners are to be established for sectional lines,
Parallel lines are to be run through the township
each way, from each sectional corner to the corres-
ponding sectional corner, on the opposite side of
the township on each of which lines sectional corn=-
ers are to be established at the distance of one
mile apart, which process will divide the township
into thirty six sections. 1In running the exterior
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township lines, and also the interior sectional
lines, intermediate, half-mile, posts or corners
(precisely equidistant between the corners of the
sections) are to be established as the boundaries
of quarter Sections.

17th. Each Deputy Surveyor is to provide himself
with two, two-pole chains containing each thirty-
three feet and subdivided into fifty links which
are to be regulated by the Standard Chain in the
Surveyor's Office., One of which chains is to be
specially reserved by the Deputy as a standard
for his field work, and by which he will adjust
the one in active use, at least every other day,
if not oftener. Each Deputy will also provide
himself with a good compass with a nonius or a
theodolite (which latter in some respects, is
preferable by reason of its peculiar adaptation
to the taking of long sights) which will be com-
pared with the Standard in the Surveyor's Office.

18th. The Surveys are required by law to be made
agreeably to the true meridian, and at right angles
therewith. The variation of the magnetic meridian
is to be observed and ascertained from time to
time, as often as the Surveyor General may deem
expedient, and is always to be indicated on the
township plat.

19th. The greatest care is to be taken in levelling
the chain and plumbing the pins, so as to obtain

the true horizontal distance where the surface of
the country is irregular and hilly.

The oath to be taken by the chain men must
specially provide for such levelling and plumbing.
The Deputy Surveyor must ever be vigilant over the
conduct of his sub-agents (chain-men, marker and
flagbearers) whose oaths with that of the Deputies
are to be filed in your office.

You are to enjoin on your Deputies a strict
regard to the moral integrity of their sub-agents.
None must be employed in whom implicit confidence
cannot be reposed, as the interest of the public
service is at stake.
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AS TO MARKING

20th. The greatest possible caution is to be
observed in marking the corners of townships etc.,

in a plain, distinct and permanent manner.

Where a tree is not found immediately at
the corner, a corner is to be established by
planting a post on which is to be marked the
number of the township, over which is to be marked
the number of the Range, and underneath the number

of the Section.

The bearing and distance, also the nemes
and respective diameter of the nearest trees from
such corner are to be carefully taken and noted in
the field book. The nearest of such trees (where
there are more than one) is to be marked to cor=-
respond with the marked corner. The mark should
be in a regular chop, Squared off, to be made into
such tree, so as to be always distinguishable from
a mere blaze. The letters B. T. to denote the fact
of its being a "bearing tree" should be distinctly
cut into the wood some distance below the other
marks. All these particulars are to be most intel-
ligibly and minutely noted in the field book. The
posts used in forming the corners of townships
must always be larger (for the sake of distinction)
than those which denote the Sectional and quarter
Sectional corners, and should be neatly squared off
at the top to correspond with the cardinal points.

The marks on the posts and bearing trees
should be deeply burnt into the wood with marking
irons. The posts must always be made of the most
durable wood that can be had, and should be set in
the earth to the depth of two feet & very securely
rammed in with earth and stone. It is highly
important in reference to their durability that
the portion of each post below the surface should
be charred and the whole of it rubbed over with
tar, except the portion which bears the Surveyor's
marks. The Sectional posts are to indicate by a
number of notches on each of the four corners
directed to the cardinal points, the number of miles
that it stands from the outlines of the township =
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the side of the post will be numbered to corres-
pond with the number of the Section it faces - Each
half mile post on a Section line, and quarter sect-
ion post on a township line should be marked to
indicate that it is a quarter sectional "(1.4.S)"
post, and the nearest adjoining tree on each side
of such post, must be similarly marked - The Sur=
veyor to note in his field book the kind of tree,
its diameter, bearing & distance from the true

corner.,

Posts denoting the same kind or character
of boundary, should be of uniform construction, and
there should always be a striking difference between
posts denoting different kinds of boundary.

To create additional and increased facility
in the discovery of boundary lines by the purchasers
of public lands and to prevent errors of entry, you
are to require your Deputies to fasten to the Sect-
ional and quarter Sectional posts, near the ground,
but so as to be plainly seen, a finger board on
which is to be distinctly marked with black oil
Paint, the appropriate number of the tract. This
board to point diagonally across the tract and to
be marked similarly to thiss Nw% S, 1 T, 1 N. R.

l E.

In prairie countries where bearing trees
cannot be had, mounds, to be covered with sod, are
agreeably to contract, to be erected. Such mounds
should be of uniform size and conform precisely to
instructions to be given by you. As mounds are
subject to be worn away by the action of the weather
and other causes, I would recommend that a stone
be planted in the centre of the mound and that a
few handfulls of charcoal be enclosed therein. I
would further recommend that at each corner of a
square which will enclose the mound and conform to
the cardinal point, there be planted a chesnut,
hickory nut, walnut or acorn.

A stake to be set up in the centre of the
mound to which is to be fastened a finger board on
which is to be designated in black oil paint, the
appropriate numbers.,

All the Particulars relative to the con-
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struction of a mound are to be minutely indicated
in the field book.

The perpetuation of the corners of the
public surveys is a subject of primary importance.
Every possible care and precaution to secure cor-
rect and durable corners must be observed by your
Agents whose fidelity you should test by every
means in your power.

AS TO FIELD BOOKS

2lst., You are to furnish your Deputy Surveyors
with a printed specimen form of field book, which
is to be so constructed as to exhibit every parti-
cular required either by law or instruction, so as
to admit of a perfect topographical exhibition of
the country and accompany such form with special
instructions on every point in relation to which it
can be presumed that instructions are necessary.

In the field book the number of miles, chains
and links run on a line are to be exhibited in a
column, which is to be added up .at the foot of each
page and carried forward from page to page, so as
to form at the conclusion of the book the aggregate
of miles, chains & links run in the township or
fractional township.

The Act of Congress approved 18th May, 1796
(Land Laws, New edition, page 420) requires, that
"every Surveyor shall note in his field book the
true situation of all mines, Salt-licks, Salt-
springs, & mill seats which shall come to his
knowledge, all water courses over which the line
he runs shall pass, also the quality of the lands.
These field books shall be returned to.the Surveyor
General, who shall thereupon cause a description
of the whole lands surveyed to be made out and
transmitted to the Officers who may superintend the
sales. He shall also cause a fair plat to be made
of the townships and fractional parts of townships
contained in the said lands, describing the sub-
division thereof and the marks of the corners. This
plat shall be recorded in books to be kept for that
purpose, a copy thereof shall be kept open at the
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Surveyor General's office, for public information,
and other copies sent to the places of sale, and
to the Secretary of the Treasury."

As the protraction of the surveys, at the
Office of the Surveyor General, from the field
books furnished by his Deputies, is the test of the
accuracy or incorrectness of the survey, the great-
est caution is to be observed in making such pro-
tractions.

The field books are to indicate the examin-
ation and approval thereof (or disapproval as the
case may be) by the Surveyor General, with the
date of such examination and approval under his
own proper signature, also the date of the contract,
the quarter of the year in which the land was sur-
veyed and payment made therefor.

The field books are to be signed by the
Deputy Surveyor and also by the Chainmen, marker

and flag bearers employed in the survey.

SUBDIVISIONS OF SECTIONS & FRACTIONAL SECTIONS

22nd. The Act of 24th April 1820 entitled "an Act
making further provision for the sale of the public
lands ("Land laws, New Edition, page 770) requires
that the public lands be offered for sale in half
quarter sections, and requires that the lines,
supposed to divide the quarter sections into half
quarter Sections are to run North & South. This
law also requires that the corners and contents of
half quarter sections shall be ascertained in the
manner and on the principles prescribed by the Act
of 1lth Feby 1805 (Land Laws, New Edition, page
515.)

The same Act requires that fractional Sect=-
ions containing One hundred and Sixty acres and
upwards, shall in like manner, as nearly as pract-
icable, be subdivided into half quarter Sections,
under such rules and regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury:; but fract-
ional Sections containing less than One hundred &
Sixty acres, shall not be divided, but shall be
sold entire."
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The instruction of the Secretary of the
Treasury under the aforesaid Act, is, that the
lines of the subdivisions of fractional sections
containing One hundred & sixty acres or upwards,
may run either North & South, or East & West so
as to preserve to the respective Subdivisions the
most compact and convenient forms,

The lines of the Subdivisions of quarter
Sections and fractional Sections are to be merely
indicated on the maps. It is not contemplated by
the existing laws that they should be actually
surveyed at the expense of the United States,

In the subdivision of fractional Sections
you are requested to observe as a general rule,
points equi-distant between the half mile posts,
as the supposed boundaries whether North & South
or East and West, between the subdivisions.

I am, very respectfully,
Your Obt. Servt,

ELIJAH HAYWORD

P, S. It is invariably required that you furnish
to this office and to the Register of the proper
Land Office, copies of the same Township plats and
descriptive notes, at the same time. A failure to
observe this rule will necessarily embarrass the
operations of the Governement in the sale of public
lands.

Hon. Browse Trist Esq.
Sur. Gen of Louisiana,
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Surveyor Generals Office
Baton Rouge, (La.)
14th, 1844

For

Honorable Thomas N. Blake
Com.? Gen Land Office
Washington

D. C.

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith a printed copy
of the revised instructions which I have found it necessary to
prepare for the information and guidance of my Deputies in the
field, for your sanction.

The only material alteration I have required in mark-
ing and establishing corners in the field occurs in the direct-
ions for prairie surveys, which I have made for the follwoing
reasons, viz,.

1. That mounds in prairie country are destroyed
entirely in a few weeks, owing to the herds of
cattle seeking them to protect themselves from the
fly and other insects - witn their horns and hoofs
they soon obliterate all the marks placed at a
township corner in connection with a mound - and in
two or three years it cannot be distinguished from
the surrounding plain or prairie.

2. In the method proposed by me of sinking a pit-
- the. follwoing advantages are attained - If sought
by cattle at all, the stake prevents the use of
their horms - if the stake is loosened so that they
can be free to act upon it the result is greater
depth obtained for the pit, making it more recognized
as a land mark - the water which collects in the
bottom of the pit, causes the growth of a strong
reed grass, which attains from eight to ten feet
heights over the grass of the surrounding country,
with a much deeper green color - so that a corner
can be discovered on foot at two or three miles
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distance making at all seasons of the year a per-
manent and easily ascertained land mark.

To this change of the establishment of mounds, I think
your approval is necessary, and if you deem it proper, I would
be glad to have it at as early a day as practicable - in order
that I may circulate the instructions - Should it not be approved
of, I can restore the old plan, by a marginal note.

I have the honor to be with
much respect

Your obedient servant

F. D. Newconb
Surveyor General, Louisiana
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) Yoo will provide yourself with a géod coms:
pole chains, each of which should be divided
: und the other to be kept for & standmd.
just your compass to the variation, and all cqur-
|

be six milcs and nambéred ndmerically, begin-,

st satld s

- pach mile from the place of beginning, & post
/3 must be set, and four trees marked with the

4.‘ud

5‘2 tange, in such dircction from the post; that each
« may be within its appropriate section, &c.

e

:

N

A

Foe

.

? either excecd or fall short of the required die-

2 distant between the corners,
N 3 Each township must be subdivided into sec-
3 + tions, of as fear as practicable ono mile square,
~2 znd each section have its appropriate number,
7 beginning &t the north east corner, and progres-
1 Bing alternately westward and eastwdtd; and if
i the township be fractional the scctions shonld
* ¥atill retain the nlimbers they wodld bave had if
the township were entire,
,~ The survey of sections slodld bé commenced
&t the mile posts on the parallél nearest to the
" basis lines, and the meridians should be in even
- tniles and half miles; except the ldst <hich may
2 be either longer or shorter; aud should be closed
by & corrécted course to the miile post previous-
iy established on the patallel, and the half mile
T~ post must be set en the cor cted line equi-dis-
tant between the corners. Inlike manncr the
paralle}] should be min accerding to a cor-
~J tected course, from one mile post to the other,
and the half mile post set equi-distant from the
mile post on the true and established lide be-
tween them, ‘
Where the land is of sufficient value to justi-
'y the expense, all navigable water courses with-
in a township should be travérsed dn both sides,
and posta estalilished and bearing trees noted
'and marked within each section, upon both sides
!of the stream, Where the linea intersect it, whe-
’i.her they are township or sectional lin:s, and
the distance across the water shotld be compu-
1 {ed, and the measurement and corners establish-
~_ ed, 28 if the whole were land. In yous notes
) 4ot the traverse, you wil be careful to note
~ your place of beginning; and the side of the
stream to whieh your notés fefer, distinguishing
them by the terms right dtd left bank, which
should alwaye be applied &8 if you were descen-
Hding. :
The lines must be marked in the most distinct
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into fifty equal links, one to be used in the field,

bass or theodolite, with a nonius, and two two-

Befors commencing your sarveys, you Will ade ™

i %M\;s should be returnéd accofding to the true '

eridian. ‘The townships and ranges ought to: -
., ning at the Bakis linés, The boundaties of town-

< bhips must be run to the cardinal points,and’.
. 'S closed &t the intérsection; and at the distanceof

3 nppropriste numbérs of section, tuwnship and -

\i Equi-distant betteen the mile posts o Half-mile -
™ post will be vet; and a tree matked in éach town-
< ship, thus; (1:4 8,) It is intended that all er- .

{ rors should fall upon the last nlile, which may

3 tance, but the half mile post shotld be set equi- -
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ahd durable manoer upon the adjacent timber, &
that they may be traced in either direction, and
all trees immediately upon the line must be
marked with a blaze and two chops on the pe
of the trunk where the line strikes and twhere it
feaves it} and where the timbet is ®carce the
distance to at least two trees (if there bé any oft
each mile of the meridims? shoiild be reported
in your notes, and the description aud diametek
given. g o ‘ i

Posts of sufficient size to be marked With the
numbers of section, township, and range, and
squared at the top, should be set at each section
torner; and the course, distance, diameter, and
description of one tree within each section mus
be reported and marked in the most legible and
dlirable manner, with the appropriate humbers o
the section, township, and range; With the ini=
tials 8. T. R. to distinglish each Yespective
number. In like manner a tree in each sectiod
adjacent to the half mile post, must be marked
thus, 1-4 S. and reported in your notes.

The distance to the intersection of all wates
courees, marshes, swamps, prairies, or other
changes in the face of the country over which
the lines pess, and the course and width thereof
must be carefully reported in your notes, by thé
accepted names of each, if their names are
known; and it is expected that you will give nd
pew names to ahy such objects.

You will also kecp a dingram of the township
connected with yolir notes, upon which you will
make an eye draft, to represent as near as prac-
ticable the course and connection of all such ob-
jects.

In prairie countries, where bearing trees can-,
not be had at a convenient distance, mounds of
earth covered with eod are to be erected  Be-
fore erecting the mound, about a pint of charcoal
is to be deposited bepeath the natufal surface of
the soil. ) ) .

The motind for & township corhet is to be four
feet high; and four feet diameter at the base,—
The tolind for a section or gharter section cor-
ner, is to be three feet high and three feet diame-
ter at the base, In the centre of each mound a
post is to be set, constructed and marked to suit
the corner which the mound denotes. ’

_ The greatest care is to be taken in lovelling
the chain and plumbing the pins where the face
of the country is irregular and hilly, in order to
obtain the horizontal distance: The oath to be
taken by the chain men must specially provide
for such levelling and p]ﬁmbi'ng.
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The maximbm of error illowed ih closing the
lines of & township is threg chains; in closing the
lines of a sectibn eighty links, and fifty linke
per mile for the traverse of streams.

You will exercise strict vigilance over the
conduct of your sub-agents; an oath is to be ad-
ministered to them for the faithful performance
of their duties, which is to be reduced to writing
at the head of the field note book:
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

TO

U 2 DBRPVBOY

AVRVBLOAA.

FOR THE LAND DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA.

You will provide yourself with a cood com-
pass or theodolite, with a nonius, and two two-
pole chaing, each of which should be divided
intn fifty equal'links, one to be used in the
ficld, and the otherto be kept for a standard.

Before-gommendjng, your surve 'FfZ( ill
! mlju«é'){"o'l%’gﬁ)ﬁ;u lt;(ﬁ?g';g:&f.’mﬁﬁ %%{ﬂfj
. eonrses ahonld  be returned accnrdikg to the
ilinm, , Tha towughips andsanses
H T mil T4 Sumbered sassasi.
Sy, hesioning  at”the basis lines. ‘The
benadizies of townahips ciust be run to the
exrdinnl painta, and elosed at the intersection;
and at the distance of exch mile fmm%
place of berinning, a post must he set,

Toro fewr troea marked with the appropriate numn.

bara of saction, township and range, in such
direction from the post, that each may be
within its appropriata section, &c. Equi.
distant lotween the mnile posts, a half. mile
post  will br set, and a trer marked in each
township, thus, (1.4 8) Ttis intended that
all errors should fall upon the last mile, which
may eithar excexd or fall short of the requir-
ed digtance, but the half mile post should be
set oqni-distant between the corners.

Each township must be eubdivided into
sections, of as near as practicab'e one mile
square, and each section have ita appropriate
number, beginning at the north east corner,
and prozressing alternately westward and
eastward; and if the township be fractional
the gections shoull will retain the numbers
they would have had if the township were
entira. "

Tha survey of sections should be commenced
at the mile posts on the parallel neares: to the
basis lines, and the meridians should be in e-
ven milcs, and half miles except the last which
may ba either longer or shorter, and should be
closed by a corrected course to the mile post
rreviously established on the parallel, and the
half-mile post must be set on the corrected

line equi-distant between the corners. In

Jike manner the parallel should be run ac-

cording to a corrected course, trom one mile

post 1o the other, and the half-mile post set
equoi-distant from the mile post on the true
and established line_between them.

Where the land is of sufficient value to
justify the expense, all navigable water
courses within a township should be traversed
on both sides, and posts established and bear-
ing trees noted and marked within each sec-
tion, upon both sides .of the stream, where
the lines intersect it, whether they are town.
ehips or sectional lines, and the distance a-
cross the water should be computed, and the

. toeasurement and corners established, as if
the whole were .Jand. Tn your notes of the
traverse, you will be careful to note your place
of beginning, and the sidé of the stream to
which your notes refer, distinguishing them

b{ the terms right and left bank, which

should always be applied as if you were des-
cending. . ’

The linas must bé marked in the most dis-
tinct and durable manner upon the adjacent
timber, so that they may be traced in either
direction, and all trees immedijately upon the
Jipe must be marked with 8 blaze and two
chops on the part of the trunk where the line
nlri{:u and where it leaves it ; and where the
timber is scarce the distance to at least two
trees (ifthare be any oneach mile of the
meridians) should be reported in your notes,
and the description and diameter given.

Posts of sufficient size to be marked with
the numbers of section, township, and range,
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and squared at the top, should be ret ateach
gection corner; and the course, distance, di-
ameter, and description of one tree within
each gection must be reported and marked in
the most legible and durable manner with the
, gppropriate numbers of the section, township,
and range, with the initials 8. T. R. to distin.
guish each respective number. In liko man.
ner a tres in each section adjacent to the half
mile  post, must be marked thus, 1.4 S.and
reported in your notés.

The distsnce to the interseotion of all wa.
ter courses, marshes, swatips, prsiries, or
other changes in the face of tlie coustry evar
which the lines pass, and tlie course and
width thereof must be carefully reported in
your notes, by the accepted names of each, if
their names are known; and it is expected
that yoa will give no new names to any such
objects,

You will also keep a diagram of the town-
ghip connected with your notes, upon which
you will make an eye draft, to represent as
near as practicable the course and connection
of all such pbjects.

Instead of erecting mounds in a prairie
country aghas been the usage and custom
heretofore, you will dig a pit from 20 to 24
inches in depth, with three feet diameter, and
plant a charred post in the middle, haviny the
earth from the pit thrown, within the town-
ships you are surveying, into one place, and
both bearing and distance from the stake
given in your note, in every instance; the top
of the stake to be ona level with the sur-
rounding surface.

Duplicates plalis of all private claims
surveyed, will be required of Contractors with
returns of work to the office. ;

A book of field notes for each township, say
abont 54 by 74 inches in size.

Each Contratctor to sigu hisown notes.

On presentation in future of returns to this .
office, Contractors. will be required to make
oath that they have actually surveyed, meas-
ured and marked all the lines as set forth in
their field notes.

To whatever previous surveys you may find
necessary in the pursuance of your duties, to
make connections, you will be careful to no.
tice any and all discrepancies and faithfully
make returna of the same to this office.

You are also required to note in your field
books all tracts of land, on which Live Oak
or other valuable timber for naval purposes,
may be found within twenty miles of any
navigable water. 3 :

All surveys to be executed by the Contrac-
tor in person, no wark perforred by Sib-Coen-
tractors will be received or acknowledged by
the office, unless special instructions therefor
are given by the Surveyur General.

The greatest care to be taken in levelling
the chain and plumbing the pins where the
face of the country is irregular and hilly,
in -order to obtain the horizontal distance.
The oath to be taken by the chainmen must
;;_mcially provide for such levelling and plum-

ing. . :

The maximum of error allowed in closing
the lines of a township is three chaing;in ,
closing the lines of 8 section 2ighty links, and |
fifty links per mile for the traverss of
streams. .
You will exercise strict vigilance over the
conduct of!our sub-agente; an oath is to be

to them for the faithful perform.
ance of their duties, which s to be reduced
to writing at the bead of the field note book.
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

U B DEPUTY @‘@‘E;‘\?Eﬁ’@m@o
FOR THE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA.

You will provide yourself with & good Compass or Theodolite, with a
nonius, and two two-pole chains, each of which should be devided into fifty equal
links, one to be used in the field, and the other to be kept ad a Standard.

Before commencing your surveys, you will adjust your compass to the varia-
tion, and all courses, should be returned accopding to the true mcridina.' The towns-
ships and ranges ought to be six miles and n umbered progressively, befsioning at the
bhasis lines. : ‘

The boundaries of townships must be run to the cardindl Y)oints. and closed
at the intersoction ; and at the distance of each mile from the beginning, a post
must be set, and four trees marked with the appropriate numbers of section, towns-
hips and range, in such ditection from the post, that each may be within its appto-
priate section, &e. Fqui-distant between th mile posts, a hall-mile Fost will be set,
and n tree marked in each township, thus, (I. 4 8.) It is intended that all ertors
should fall upon the last mile, which may be cither excced or fallshort of the requi-
red distance, but the half mile post should b set equi-distant between the corners.

Each township mast be subdivided into sections, as nearly as practicable one
mile squire, and cach section have its appropriate number, beginning at the North
Tast corner, and progressing alternately westward and eastward ; and if the towns-
hip be fractional tYw sections should still retaia the numbers they would have had
if the township were entire.

The survey of sections should be commenced at the milo posts on the parallel
nearcst to the basis lines ,and the meridians should be in even miles, and half milxs
except the lnst which may be either longer or shorter. and should be closed by o
corrceted course to the mile post previously established on the parallalel. and the
halt-mile post must be sct on the corrected line equi-distant between the cornere.
1n like manner the parallels should be run according to a corrected course, frorg one
milo post to the othier, aud the half-mile post Le set equi-distunt from the mile posts
on the true and established line beween them. k

Where the land is of suflicient value to justisfy the expense, all naviguble
water courses within a township should be traversed on both sides, and posts gsta-
blished and bearing trees noted and marked with each section, upon both sides of
the stream, where the township or sectional lines intersect it,-and the distance across
the strenm should be computed, and the measurement and corners be established as if
the whole were land.  Inyour notes of the traverse, you will be careful to nate
your place of beginning, and the side of the stream to which your notes refer dis-
tinguishing them by the terms right and left bank, which should always be
npplied as if yon were descendiug, ’

.The township lines will be first run ; and in resurveys whenever the old lines
and corners can be found, they will invariably be adopted and remarked,
making the necessary corrections in the field notes, and remarking the mile and
half mile posts and trecs, where they can be found, and establishing new ones
when the old ones eannot be found. ) ] ;

_ After the township lines are correctly cstablished, the confirmed Private
clnims will be surveyed, and connected to the lines and corners of the township and
section, -
~ After the Private Claims are surveyed the section lines must be run, and
it resurvey,- be retraced and remarked wherever they can be fonnd, and the old
section and quarter section corners will be re-established and remarked opon the
ground with the numbers properly applicable to them, according to. their legal
position in & regular Township, making the necessary corrections in the field notes,
Where the old lines and corners cannot be found, néw ones will be -established.
"I'liose section lines will be surveyed until their intersection with the lines of private
claimg and connections will then be taken to the neavest corners of the claims. No
sectioft line will be extended through the private claims. ) : )

B Tn surveying claims founded and confirmed upon British and Spanish com-
plete titles, or those confirmed by the United States as complete titles, the old lines
and ¢orners marked and established on the grouud by the British: or Spanish Sur-
veyors, shall be reestablished. If no lines exist, the claims will be -surveyed in con-
formity with the courses and distances laid down on the British or Spanish plats :
and il no plats exist, the quantity in the grant will be surveyed, but in these two
last cases o known point-of beginning most be ascertained.

Tu surveying -tlaims, founded and confirmed upon incomplete titles, the same
rule will apply, as for complete titles, unless the cosfirmatory act reduces the quan-
tity cleimed, ov unless the Register apd Receiver of the District have decided, or
shall-decide otherwise. : A



All confirmed elaims not heretolore sarveyed, will be located in strict confor-
mity with the confirmation : aud if any conflictions are fovnd to exist between claims
thus surveyed, these must be clearly defined so that they may be referred to the
proper officers, for their decision, in pursuance of the 4th Section of the Act of
Congress, approved May 8th 1822, and of the 6th Section of the Act of Congress

- approved March 3d 1831.

Each claim and the conflicting portions of claims, will be marked upon the
ground and represented in your returns, by a sectional number, above that of the
number thirty s:z, and claims already designated upon the maps by higher sectional
numbers than thirty six, will retain them, and this number will be adopted and
marked upon the ground accordingly.

At the corners of all scctions of public land, at the coraers of private claims,
at the intersection of township and section lines with claim lines, at the interscetion
of claim lines with other claim lines; each section, public or private, will be marked
‘ll)p?n the ground with its legal or adopted sectionurnumber, in the manner indicated

elow. :

The general rules for the Sutvey of confirmad claims founded upon complef»
titles, derived from the former Governments in Louisiana, ave the following :

1st. Whenover the old lines and corners established in the originnl survey
can bhe found, they will be adopted.

* 2nd. When no old lines, nor corners exist, then the courses and distances on
the original plat of survey will be adopted, provided uknown point of beginning
can be ascertained. :

3rd. When no lines, nor corners, nor plat of the original survey exist, then
the area in the grant or other title paper will bo surveyed, provided a known point
can be ascertained. ’

4th. Claims confirmed under incomplete title, will be survyed in accordance
with the calls of tho confirmation, and if any original plat has been filed as the
basis of the claim, it will be followed at least so fur, as to show the place of location,
and if no injury be caused to others, it will be strictly followed, provided it be not
contrary to the qonﬁrmmlion.

In cases where claims vary considerably from the original calls, in position.
course and distance, or in arca, they had better be referred to this office, for special
examination and instructions.

The lines must be marked i the most distinct and durable manuer, npon the
adjacent timber, with a blaze and two chops on the side next the line, so that they
may be traced in cither direction, and all trees immediately upon the line must be
marked with a blaze and three chops on the part of the trunk where the line strikes
and whete it leav:~ it. _

Posts of sufficient sizo to be marked with the numbers of Section, Township and
Range, and squarred at the top, shoald be set at each Section Corner, whether o}pub-
Jic lands or private claims, and the cour::, distynce, diameter and doscription of
oin teee, within each section, must be reported n.n(i marked in the most legible and
durable manuer, with the appropriat: number of the section, township and range,
with the initinls 8. T. R. to distingtish each respective number. Inlike marner a
tree, in each section adjacent to the half mile post, must be marked thus, 1-4. 8., and

reported in your notes. In addition all bearing trees must be marked with the letters™

B.T. 8

. The distance to the intersoction of all water courses, marshes, swamps, prai- |

ries, or other changes in the face of the country over which the lines pass, and the

- course and width thereof must be carefully reported in your notes, by the accepted -

names of each, if their names are known; and it is expected that you will give no
new names to any such objeets.

You will also keep a diagram of the township connected with your notes, -

upon which you will make an eye draft 4o represent as ncar as practicable the
course and connection of all such objects. '

You will dig & pit of about 18 inches in depth and 36 inches in diameter,
and in the cen* r you will plant a charred post, the top of which must be on a level
with the surrouding surface, or you may plant a post of proper dimensions and
nnderneath or close to it, you will deposite about a quart of charcoal, so that in case
the post should decay, the charcoal would designate the corner 'point. The post in
both thesc cases should be marked with the number of the townsgip and range a3 in
ordinary manner: . :

Around the post and pit, you will dig & quadrangular trench, the angles of
which, at corners common to four townships, or to four sections, must be direct:d
towards the cardinal points ; but at corners common only to two townships or to
two sections, the sides of the quadrangular trench will fuce the cardinal points.
The length of the sidesof the treuch at township corners must be siz feet, and at
section, qua_rter section, and traverse corners five feet. : :

The trench is to be formed by spading out wedges of earth by single opgra-.
tions of the spade, along the sides of the quadrangle, waile facing the same, anfl the
eart(llx should be thrown upon the outer edge of the trench, so as to form an elevated
border. : :
The sides of the trench should be neatly and smoothly cut, so that the adja-
cent earth would not tumble into it and fill it up.

The constructian of the trench above mentioned will not be required at the

. corners of claims, or at connections, or intersection eorners,

To whatever previous surveys you may find necessary in the pursuanee of
your duties, to made connections, you will be careful to notice any and-all discre-
pancies and faithfully make returns of the same to this office. )

: You will note in your - Field Books, all tracts.of land on which Livg Qak,



ned (‘edar,and Long T.eaf, Yellow Pine fit for naval purposes, may be found within
the reach of navigation. , :

Surveyors will note the situation and extent of all swamp, wet and overflowed
lands, unfit for cultivation, which have been granted to the State of Louisiana, by
Acts of Congress, approved 2nd March 1849, and 28th September 1850.

Snrveyors will also note all ancient mounds, earth works, &c., in their
returns.

All surveys to be executed by the contractor in person. No work performed
by sub-contractors will be reccived or acknowledged by the office, unless special
instructions therefor are given by the Surveyor General.

The greatest care to be taken in levelling the chain and plumbing the pins,
wheae the face of the country is irregular and hilly in order to obtain the horizontal
distance. 'The oath to be taken by the chainmen must specially provide for such
Ievelling and plumbing.

The maximum of error allowed in closing the lines of a township is three
chains ; in clnsing the lines of a section eighty links, and fifty links per mile for the
traverse of streams.

You will exercise strict vigilance over the conduct of your sub-agents : an
oath is to be administered to them for the faithful performance of their duties, which
is to be reduced to writing at the head of the Field Note Book, and must be taken
before o magistrate or other person authorized to administer oaths.

The ficld notes returned by you must be written in a neat legible manner ;
no cragures or interlineations must appear in them and abb eviations must be avoided
as much as possible. Upon cach line of a sarvey mention must be made, whether or
not the old lines have been retraced, and remarked, and the old corners recstablished,
and when the old lines and corners have not 'been adopted, the reason for the
change must be entirely satisfactory and must be give: in your field notes.

"The Township Boundaries will be written first in your I'ield Book of Sur-
veys, then the private claims, following these the section lines, and lastly the traverse
of streams in front of the public lands. Immediately following the field notes of each
towaghip line, of cach private claim, and of the section lines and traverse, must be
stated tie exact dute, when cach of said lines was surveyed.  The field notes will be
signed by you in your official capacity, and you must give the names of the assis.
tants who bhave beerr émyployed by you upon the surveys.

Your attention is called-to the sccond Section of an Act of Congress approved
8th August 1816, cutitled : Au st fo equalise the compensation of the Survejors
Oeperal of the public lands of the United States aud for other purposes,
which is as follows :(— )

Seer. 2. Aad be it further enacted, That the Surveyors General of the
public lands of the United States, in addi ‘on to the o. th vo v authorized by law
to be administered to Deputies on their appointer.cut to office, shall require each
of their deputics, on the return of his surveys, to take and subscribe an oath or
affirmation that those surveys:h wve boon faithfully and correctly executed, aceording
to luw and the instructions of 4 ¢ Surveyor General ; and on satisfactory evidence
being presented to any Court of compeient jurisdiction that such surveys, or any
part thereof, had not been thus excculcd. t.deputy making such false oath or
affirmation shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall suir all the pains and pe-
naltics attached to that o7 nse; a..J the District Attorney of the United States for
the time being, in whose District any such i.lse, erroucous or fraudulent surveys
ghall have been excecuted, shall upon the applicition of the proper Surveyor
General, immediately institute suit upon the boad of such deputy ; aud the institu-’
tion of such suit shall act as a lien upon any property owned or held by such deputy,
or his surctics, at the time such cait was insfituted.  Approved August 8th 1846.

The following form of oath under the above enactment has been adopted by
this office, and will be reqnired in every instance of survey cither of private claims
or work under a contract. In veturns of work under contract, the oath will be
placed in the book of field notes., and in cases of private claims, or separate surveys,
of whatever nature, on the back of the plat.

Form of Gath,

1 , Deputy surveyor, do solemnly swear (or affirm)

that in pursuance of a contract with (instructions or order of survey from)
(late) Surveyor General of Public Lands for the State of Louisiana
dated the | day of and in strict conformity with the laws
of the United States, and instructions of the Surveyor General, I have faithfully
and correctly executed the surveys of all the lines, he_rein noted, of public lands and
private claims in Township (or Fractional Township) N © , of Range N ©
,in the State of Louisiana, (in case of an order of survey, or instructions
for any separate survey, insert the description, as name of confirmee, N © of Report
&c,)hed T do further swear, (or affirm) that the foregoing (or*within) are the tiue

field notes of said survey, executed as oforesaid.
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