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INTERIM EMERGENCY BOARD 
Thursday, November 19, 2020 

9:30 a.m. 
Senate Committee Room E 

Louisiana State Capitol 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
A public meeting of the Interim Emergency Board was held in Senate Committee 
Room E on November 19, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 
 
Sen. Page Cortez, board chair, called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m., and asked that 
the secretary call the roll. 
 
Present:  

• Sen. Page Cortez, President of the Senate and IEB Chairman 
• Rep. Clay Schexnayder, Speaker of the House of Representatives and IEB Vice 

Chair  
• Sen. Bodi White, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee 
• Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee 
• Mr. Jay Dardenne, Commissioner of Administration 
• Ms. Laura Lapeze, designee of State Treasurer John Schroder 
• Mr. Brandon Burris, designee of Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser 

 
ITEM NO. 2 
 
Rep. Schexnayder motioned for approval of the minutes of the March 5, 2020, meeting 
as presented to the board; seconded by Commissioner Dardenne.  The motion passed 
without objection. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 
 
Sen. Cortez asked Mr. Mark Moses, Assistant Commissioner of Administration – Facility 
Planning and Control, to present the information regarding item no. 3.  Mr. Moses 
explained that the application being considered is a request by St. James Parish 
Government that the entity on its capital outlay project, “Roundabout at Intersection of 
LA 3125 and LA 3274, LA 22 Geometric Improvements near I-10, and Roundabout at 
Gramercy, Planning and Construction,” be changed to DOTD and that the title of the 
project be changed to “Roundabout at Intersection of LA 3125 and LA 3274.”  The St. 
James Parish Government and DOTD have agreed that this project and contracts would 
be better managed by DOTD and have entered into an entity-state agreement in which 
all contracts and construction for the roundabout at the Intersection of LA 3125 and LA 
3274 would be housed within DOTD.  DOTD is prepared to issue a Notice to Proceed to 
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contractors and to initiate surveying and assessment of the intersection for design as 
soon as authority to obligate the capital outlay funding for the project is transferred from 
St. James Parish Government to DOTD.  Thus, the Division of Administration is 
recommending approval of the entity change request.   
 
Rep. Schexnayder motioned for approval; seconded by Commissioner Dardenne.  The 
motion passed without objection. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 
 
Mr. Moses explained that Item No. 4 is a request by Pointe Coupee Parish Government 
that the scope of its project, “Pointe Coupee Parish Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Division, Planning and Construction” payable from State General Fund 
(Direct) Nonrecurring Revenues in the amount of $350,000, be changed from the 
planning and construction of a new building to the purchase of an existing building, and 
that the title be changed to “Pointe Coupee Parish Sheriff’s Criminal Investigations 
Division, Real Estate Acquisition.”  The building that the Criminal Investigations Division 
is currently housed in is now up for sale, and purchase of the existing building would 
save them from having to move and would also save them from paying rent of $2,500 
per month.  Therefore, they are requesting that the scope of the project be changed 
from construction to acquisition.   
 
Sen. Cortez asked Mr. Moses if the surplus dollars indicated in the capital outlay bill 
would still be used to fund the project.  Mr. Moses said there would be no change in 
funding and, it’s expected that the change from construction to purchase of the existing 
building would actually save in the cost of the project.   
 
Rep. Schexnayder moved for approval; seconded by Rep. Zeringue.  The motion 
passed without objection.   
 
ITEM NO. 5 
 
Regarding Item No. 5, Mr. Moses explained that this is a request by the Town of Oil City 
for the scope of its project, “Water Treatment Plant Improvements, Planning and 
Construction” in the amount of $1,773,500 in Priority 1 payable from general obligation 
bonds, be revised to add the design and construction of a new water transmission main 
and associated water distribution mains to the project that will connect the Blanchard 
Water System to the Oil City Water System, and that the title be changed to “Water 
Treatment Plant, Transmission Main, and Distribution System Improvements, Planning 
and Construction.”  The current capital outlay request is for water plant improvements, 
but in order to improve the quality and enhance the reliability of the water system, the 
town is requesting to modify the scope to include transmission mains as well as 
distribution system improvements.  A recent project provided an upgrade to the water 
system of the Town of Blanchard, which is nearby.  The inclusion of a transmission 
main and distribution mains will allow the Town of Oil City the option of tying into the 
Town of Blanchard’s system as well.  This will also allow them to increase the capacity 
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and reliability of the water system for Oil City.  So the current project is for work on the 
plant only and this scope change would allow for work on the lines as well.   
 
Sen. White motioned for approval; seconded by Rep. Schexnayder.  The motion passed 
without objection. 
 
ITEM NO. 6 
 
Mr. Moses stated that Item No. 6 is a scope change request by Dryades Young Men’s 
Christian Association, but he first pointed out a correction to be made to the agenda for 
this item.  The agenda states that the project’s P1 and P5 dollars are payable from 
“State General Fund (Direct),” but this actually should state it as payable from “general 
obligation bonds.”  He explained that this was a clerical error and there was no intent by 
this entity to come back for State General Fund dollars.  Commissioner Dardenne 
motioned to change the agenda to reflect the proper designation so the words “State 
General Fund (Direct)” would be replaced with “general obligation bonds.”  The motion 
was seconded by Rep. Schexnayder.  Sen. Cortez stated that the motion passed 
without objection and thus the agenda item has been changed.   
 
Mr. Moses then explained that this request by Dryades Young Men’s Christian 
Association is to change the scope of its project, “Technical Training Center, Planning 
and Construction” from planning and construction of a new building to acquisition and 
renovation of an existing structure, and that the title be changed to “Technical Training 
Center, Acquisition and Renovation.”  The current capital outlay request is to construct a 
building to house the technical training center for the health science and medical 
technology program.  However, they now have the opportunity to purchase a nearby 
existing facility to house the program, and it would still achieve the same objectives that 
were contemplated in the capital outlay request.  Thus, the entity is requesting to 
change the scope from design and construction of a new facility to acquisition of an 
existing facility.   
 
Rep. Zeringue asked for clarification on the agenda correction made on this item.  Mr. 
Moses responded that it was in fact a clerical error that he wanted to ensure was 
corrected so there would not be any confusion on the legislative ballots. 
 
Sen. Cortez asked for the acquisition price.  Mr. Moses responded that the entities are 
working on the purchase agreement but need the okay for the scope change before 
they can proceed.  He said he has been told that they expect the acquisition cost to be 
less than the cost of constructing a new building.  The building was completely 
renovated in 2014, so it is in good shape.  Sen. Cortez said it sounds like we are saving 
money and also taking an existing building and putting it back into commerce.   
 
Rep. Schexnayder moved for approval; seconded by Commissioner Dardenne.  The 
motion passed without objection. 
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With no further business to discuss, Rep. Schexnayder moved to adjourn; the motion 
passed without objection.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sue Israel, Secretary 
 
Attachments: Capital outlay entity change and scope change requests. 


























































































































