DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge (LAC 76:111.337)

The Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge was opened for public
access on July 3, 2009. More than 800 people participated in
fishing, crabbing, swimming and sun bathing during that
holiday weekend. Since the refuge’s opening it has been
heavily used by the public, as it is commonly regarded as
one of the premiere bank fishing locations in south central
Louisiana. A recent attempt to clean up the refuge yielded in
excess of 6,000 pounds of trash being removed.

Because of this heavy use, and in some instances misuse
of the area, there is an urgent need to establish rules in order
to protect the public health, safety and welfare. There is an
immediate need to regulate the possession of glass
containers, excessive vehicle speed and careless vehicle
operations on the refuge and to enact and enforce other rules
necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the visiting
public. The absence of an existing Rule impairs the
department’s legal authority to enforce and protect the public
health, safety and welfare. For these reasons, it is imperative
that regulations be put in place immediately.

It is necessary for the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
to invoke the emergency provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) to adopt this Rule. This
Declaration of Emergency will become effective on
November 5, 2009 and will supersede that Declaration of
Emergency published in the October 20, 2009 Louisiana
Register. It shall remain in effect for the maximum period
allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act or until
adoption of the final Rule.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries
Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves,
Wildlife Management Areas, Refuges and
Conservation Areas
§337. Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge

A. Visitor Regulations for Elmer’s Island Wildlife
Refuge

1. Use of the refuge will be permitted from 30 minutes
before official sunrise to 30 minutes after official sunset.
This includes any land access routes to the refuge. No person
or vehicle shall remain on the Elmer’s Island Wildlife
Refuge or any land access routes during the period from
thirty minutes after official sunset to thirty minutes before
sunrise.

2. No person shall possess any glass bottles, glass
drink containers or other glass products on Elmer’s Island
Wildlife Refuge.

3. The secretary of the department may restrict access
to the refuge whenever circumstances exist such that
restrictions are necessary to protect the Refuge or the public
from harm. No person shall enter onto or be on the grounds
of Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge during a restricted access
period; or alternatively shall do so only in accordance with
restrictions set forth by the secretary.

4. No person shall discharge or fire any firearms
including muzzleloaders, or bows and arrows or crossbows
on Elmer’s Island.

5. No person shall commercially fish, conduct any
guiding service, hunt, pursue, kill, molest or intentionally
disturb any type of wildlife on the refuge, except for the
legal recreational harvest of living aquatic resources.

6. No person shall be in areas marked as restricted by
signs posted by the department.

7. No person shall operate any vehicles in a restricted
area. No person shall operate a vehicle in an unsafe or
careless manner as to endanger life or property or at any
speed in excess of 5 miles per hour.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6, R.S. 56:109, R.S. 56:109.2, R.S. 56:763 and R.S. 56:781 et
seq.
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